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THATCHER
STATEMENT
TODAY

By JAMES WIGHTMAN
Politial Cerrespondent
riie Prime Minister, who

will make a statement
to the Commons this after-
noon on the Geollrey Prime
spy case, is expected to
tell M Ps that the case is
being veferred to  the

Security Commission which

investigates major

breaches of the  intelli

goence system. .

She s alse expected o sav’
that no-one clse was mvolved
with Prine.

Although - this  Government
faces the immediate political
embarrassment, Prime did most
ol his espionage in the years of
other dministrations, } .

lle began by supplying th
Russiany with secrets in the
litetime of the Labour Govern-
ment led by Sir Harold Wilson,
and continued through the years
ol the administrations led by
My dfcath, sic Harold Wilson
again, then AMre Callaghan and
nnalty Mres Thatcher., .

‘The immediate concern of the
Government oncee Prime’s spy-
ing was uncovercd was over the
potential damage which it had
done to national security.

Ainisters were dismayed that
hi~ spving had gone on undetec
ted for so long aml the case
shook  their  confidence  in
sreurity  at dhe top secret
signals centre  at- Cheltenham,
where Prime worked.
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